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Introduction

A lot of research has been carried out on the detection and spread
of the Coronavirus from Wuhan China. The coronavirus is a
communicable respiratory disease that spreads from one person to
another through infected droplets of liquid. The virus spread so
quickly that we had to be retrained on how to wash our hands, and
isolation became the new normal. This article aims to add
knowledge to the existing study on the virus and its effects. It
critically analyses Nigeria’s response to the pandemic and the
readiness of the health sector for such a crisis. The article also
expounds on how the pandemic and restrictions on movement
caused a spike in the crime rates in Nigeria.

Nigeria’s Response to the Pandemic

At the discovery of the pandemic, the virus was downplayed by
several countries of the world though people had started losing
their lives. Major european countries suffered terribly for this
mistake. For example, Italy experienced clusters of cases on 21
February and recorded its first death on 22 February 2020
(Ravizza, 2020). By March of 2020, Italy had recorded over
500,000 cases, yet Nigeria still had its borders and airports opened
for international travels. This is in spite of the fact that the World
Health Organisation had declared the coronavirus outbreak a
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) on
January 30, 2020 (WHO, 2020).

Though Nigeria’s response to the pandemic was delayed,
several measures have been taken by the Nigerian Federal

government and many state governments to curb the spread of the
virus in the country. On the 29th March 2019, the first lockdown
was imposed in the country by the government on some major
cities, and it included a complete restriction of movement in some
parts of the country. These states included Abuja, Lagos, Ogun
state. The second lockdown was imposed on more states though in
a relaxed form. Several states in the country however modified this
lockdown to what was assumed to be best for their states. For
example, Ogun state, governed by Prince Dapo Abiodun first
imposed restrictions during the workdays with freedom of
movement in the weekend. But this measure was refined to impose
the lockdown on alternate days.

The first lockdown was for an initial period of fourteen days
though it was extended for a longer duration. During this
lockdown, the president of the country, Mohammadu Buhari
imposed a direct “cessation of all movements in Lagos and the
Federal Capital Territory, Abuja”. In his words, the “restriction
will also apply to Ogun State due to its close proximity to Lagos
and heavy traffic between the two states” (Olanrewaju, 2020). The
president ordered a ban on all forms of social and economic
activities and gatherings in this period. At this time of the
imposition of the lockdown, Nigeria had recorded 111 confirmed
cases (The Nigerian Centre for Disease Control, 2020).

In ensuring that the laws of the restrictions were followed, the
security agencies which include the military and police were
employed. There was an increase in interagency cooperation
between the security agencies, and this is one of the weaknesses of
security agencies in Nigeria (Asimi, 2020). Though this was
present, the pandemic only exposed more human rights issues,
corruption and economic challenges that the citizens of the country
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face on a daily basis. Though these were already present, the
pandemic emphasised the dangers and effects on the people.

The Uselessness of Restrictions

On Sunday 29th of March 2020, the Nigerian president,
Muhammadu Buhari announced a lockdown in major states and
cities of the country that were worst hit by the coronavirus. While
addressing the nation, the President banned all economic and social
gatherings in the Federal Capital, Abuja, Lagos and Ogun state.
This restriction on movement was set for an initial period of 14
days. It is opined that there were two objectives for the drastic
lockdown- “first, to slow down the spread of the virus across the
country, and second, to buy time for the health system to increase
its preparedness” (Dan-Nwafor, 2021). Yet, with the restrictions on
movement, the virus had already spread as most states recorded
their first cases in this period.

Human Rights Violations

With the economic situation of the country, especially at the crux
of the pandemic in Nigeria, the imposition of the lockdown had
been rendered useless. However, to maintain this, the government
employed the use of security forces and this included both the
police and military. With the imposition of a lockdown in the
major cities of the country, the directives also empowered the
security agencies to ensure the compliance of these restrictions.
Shortly after the lockdown was imposed, in April, the National
Human Right Commission reported that security agents in the
country had killed about 18 people in the first two weeks of the
lockdown which at the time was more than the fatalities of
COVID-19 in the country (NHRC, 2020). In the report, it was
stated that these deaths were caused by the excessive use of force
to ensure that the lockdown was observed.

Increase in Organized Crime

In addition to the violations of human rights is the rise in organised
crime in the country. Research shows that despite the lockdown,
drug traffickers still continued with their operations (NAN, 2020).
Security agents turned checkpoints into opportunities to extort
money from the citizens who had to make an income daily (Asimi,
2020). For citizens of the country who are low income earners, the
pandemic was difficult for them because the majority of these
people survive on the income that they make per day. This income
is what is used to sustain the household for the day. During the
pandemic, with the imposition of a lockdown on daily movements,
these persons could not make the income that they need and had to
look for alternatives. In Ogun state, for example, there were several
reports of robbery in neighbourhoods and business places. This put
people at danger and obstructed the freedom and peace they
enjoyed in their homes.

A major part of the population of Nigeria are less privileged and
survive daily from the profits they make daily. With the drastic
implementation of a lockdown, there was significant economic and
social cost. Prior to the spread of the virus and the implementation
of the lockdown in the country, researchers and security experts
had predicted that there will be a rise in crime rates looking at the
responses in other countries in the international community
(Olanrewaju, 2020). There was therefore an increase in crime and
domestic violence in this period.

According to former Department of State Services (DSS) boss,
Dennis Amachree, the fallouts of the lockdown especially in the

major cities in the country indicated the spike in criminal activities
during the pandemic (Odita, 2020). This is because criminals will
take advantage of the inadequate number of security forces and law
enforcement officers and carry out violent crimes. As a result of
the economic impact of the pandemic on the country, there has also
been a rise in unemployment rates as a lot of people had been
forced to shut down their businesses and others had to cut down
staff. with the desperation to feed themselves and their families
comes an increase in crime rates in the country (Odita, 2020).

As a response to the spread of the virus, especially in the
prisons that already operated at 150 percent over their capacity, the
Nigerian government ordered the release of prisoners. Abubakar
Malami, the Attorney General of the Federation and Minister of
Justice, stated that Nigeria’s initiatives to curb the spread of the
virus “led to the release of the inmates while simultaneously
reducing the instances of unnecessary test” (Fairtrials, 2020;
Qureshi, et al, 2020). Amachree on the other hand opines that
though the release of the criminals will curb the spread of COVID-
19 in the prisons and the country, there is a high probability that
these criminals will regroup to form gangs.

Why this contributed to the rise of crime rates is that the
Nigerian prisons are not correctional facilities, the inmates
therefore tend to acquire more dangerous habits before they are
released.

The police and military have been accused of profiting from the
lockdown by collecting bribes from motorists in exchange for free
passage at checkpoints (Asimi, 2020). This was further encouraged
because of the level of corruption present in the law enforcement
agencies.

There was also an increase in cybercrime with people selling
fake medical products online (Asimi, 2020). With the need to
purchase medical equipment by many countries, many fraudsters
took advantage of the urgency and scammed medical personnels.
Due to the pandemic and the government’s response, there was a
spike in the number of cyberattacks. These attacks were carried out
via misinformation, impersonation and phishing with no notice
(Ogbonnaya, 2020).

Several cyberattackers were arrested during the pandemic. In
September 2020, EFCC arrested a cyber criminal syndicate of 13
suspected members for defrauding victims of millions of naira
(Ogbonnaya, 2020). In response to this, banks in Nigeria have
taken extra measures to prevent this, one of which is sending
messages to customers to be careful of online transactions (CBN,
2020).

Conclusion

The COVID-19 pandemic exposed the rate at which crime can
escalate in developing countries with poor governance and corrupt
leaders. The percentage of persons with health insurance in such
countries are on the lower spectrum of the scales. This is coupled
with the fact that over half of the citizens in the country live in
poverty and cannot afford to miss a day of work.

Corruption in the security agencies has proven difficult to
curtail because citizens find it difficult to report bribery cases to
these agencies. According to a 2019 survey, only 3.6 percent of
citizens reported a case of bribery to an official institution out of
which 51 percent received no follow up on the case. To reduce
bribery in the country, citizens should be able to report misconduct
and misdemeanour of security officers when the crime is
committed and from their homes. To go further in curbing these,
these institutions should ensure that these cases when reported are
properly dealt with and followed up, and feedback is given to the
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citizens who reported the crime. With this, there will be a level of
trust between the citizens of the country and the security agencies
and institutions.
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